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of the Si-bang-hieng, an important affluent of the Me-
khong, famous for its magnificent tropical scenery.

The whole of the Mekhong and Song-ka deltas, as
well as all the intervening low-lying tracts extending
between the Annamese coast range and the sea, ranging
from about 5 to 15 or 20 miles in width, consist ex-
clusively of alluvial matter washed down by the running
waters from the surrounding uplands. The process is
still going on, and owing to a combination of favourable
conditions, winds and marine currents co-operating with
the action of the coast streams, the land is here encroach-
ing on the sea at a very rapid rate. The phenomenon
was carefully studied and well described by Lord G-.
K Curzon during his visit to the French Indo-Chinese
possessions in 1892. " On the maritime fringe the brick
or gruel-coloured streams, surcharged with alluvium,
leave their detritus, which the tide is not sufficiently
powerful to remove, and which gradually solidifies, and
gives birth to a rank vegetation of mangroves and other
aquatic plants. Sometimes for a while these form float-
ing islets, which eventually coalesce and find a common
anchorage. Sometimes they are covered with saline
swamps, in which case they are utilised by the natives as
salt-pans. A little later, as the sea recedes, they can be
drained and planted, and in a few years what began as a
muddy lagoon is transformed into a rice-field of cloth of
gold" (ffeoffraph. Jour., August 1893).

Hanoi, capital of Tongkin, now 60 miles inland, stood
on the seashore in the seventh century A.D., and in the
seventeenth century the Dutch traded with the seaport of
Hongyen, which is now 35 miles from the coast Owing
to these conditions the river mouths, almost without
exception, are obstructed by bars, where the waves break
with, great fury, and prevent large vessels from gaining
access to the estuaries for months together.